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Learning objectives

Recognize situs anomalies in adults. Discuss the challenge of diagnosing disease
processes in patients with situs anomalies.

Background

Situs anomalies are often detected incidentally in adults during imaging evaluation for
unrelated conditions. Technical advances in sonography, computed tomography (CT),
and magnetic resonance (MR) imaging have greatly enhanced our ability to detect and
characterize these anomalies. Situs anomalies are rare, complex and confusing. More
common are ectopic organs with no relation to any heterotaxy syndrome.

Imaging findings OR Procedure details

In this exhibit, we briefly discuss the terminology and classification of situs anomalies
and present our clinical experience within the context of the radiology literature. The
authors also present different examples of ectopic organs with no relation to the more
important heterotaxy syndromes, which are frequently associated with an increased
risk of congenital heart disease, immune deficiency and catastrophic volvulus with
malrotation.
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Fig. 1: 1
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Fig. 2: 2
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Fig. 3: 3
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Fig. 4: 4
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Fig. 5: 5
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Fig. 6: 6
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Fig. 7: 7
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Fig. 8: 8
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Fig. 9: 9
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Fig. 10: 10
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Fig. 11: 11
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Fig. 12: 12
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Fig. 13: 13
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Fig. 14: 14
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Fig. 15: 15
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Fig. 16: 16
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Fig. 17: 17
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Fig. 18: 18
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Fig. 19: 19
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Fig. 20: 20
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Fig. 21: 21
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Fig. 22: 22
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Fig. 23: 23
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Fig. 24: 24



Page 27 of 46

Fig. 25: 25
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Fig. 26: 26
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Fig. 27: 27
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Fig. 28: 28
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Fig. 29: 29
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Fig. 30: 30
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Fig. 31: 31
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Fig. 32: 32
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Fig. 33: 33
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Fig. 34: 34
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Fig. 35: 35
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Fig. 36: 36
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Fig. 37: 37
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Fig. 38: 38
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Fig. 39: 39
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Fig. 40: 40
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Fig. 41: 41
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Fig. 42: 42
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Fig. 43: 43
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Conclusion

Recognition of the spectrum of situs anomalies and their significance is important
because this information is crucial in diagnosing disease and planning interventional
procedures.
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